INTRODUCTION

THE idea of bringing out a selection from the letters writ-
ten by my husband was suggested to me by several of his
friends, who felt that in this way more than in any other a
true impression of his character and personality could be pre-
sented. The writing of letters to his friends and receiving
letters from them were indeed among the great pleasures
of his life, and he always felt that to keep in touch with
those he cared for by means of correspondence was one of
the best ways of carrying out Dr. Johnson's advice to
" keep your friendship in constant repair ". I have also
added some letters addressed to him which seemed to me to
be of general interest, and a few from his most frequent
correspondent the Rev. F. G. Ellerton (see p, 23), and I
have made some extracts from his diaries. He kept a
journal at intervals all his life, a journal intime to begin
with, and later mainly a chronicle of the people he met
and a record of their conversation, and I have thought
that this would supplement his letters and help to give
a picture of his daily life.

A few remarks are necessary first by way of introduction
and explanation.

Born in Norwich on January 10,1864, he was the third
son of Elijah Crosier Bailey and his wife, daughter of
William Cajin of Cavick House, Wymondham, Norfolk.
His father was for many years Clerk of the Peace to the
City of Norwich, secretary to the Norfolk Agricultural
Society, and took as prominent a part in the civic and
municipal life of his native town as his profession as head
of a large firm of solicitors left him time to do. The other
sons were Crosier, now of Cavick House, Wymondham;
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